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At the General Assembly of the International Paleontological Union (1.P.U.),
20th August, 1968 a Policy Committee was formed and charged to formulate an
entirely new Constitution; this was adopted 25th August, 1972 by the General
Assembly. To conform with regulations of the International Union of Geological
Sciences (1.U.G.S.), the new name is International Palaeontological Association
(1.P.A).

Gerd E. G. Westermann (Secretary-General, 1.P.A.), Department of Geology,
McMaster University, Hamilton, Ontario, Canada, 15th September, 1972.

The General Assembly of the International Paleontological Union (I1.P.U.)

on 20th August, 1968 in Prague decided to reorganize the 1.P.U. A Policy

Committee was elected and charged with preparing a new Constitution for

consideration at the next General Assembly on 25th August, 1972 in Montreal (Westermann
1969).

The Policy Committee as elected and supplemented by members later

co-opted was: Prof. P. C. Sylvester-Bradley, Leicester, England (Chairman;
Vice-President, 1.P.U.); Mr. Ephraim Gerry, Tel Aviv, Israel (Secretary);

Prof. B. Boucek, Prague, Czechoslovakia (President, I.P.U.); Dr. J. Butterlin, Paris, France;
Acad. I. Gorski, Moscow, U.S.S.R. (Vice-President, I.P.U.); Mr. N. F. Hughes, Cambridge,
England; Prof. A. L. McAlester, New Haven, U.S.A. (Treasurer, |.P.U.); Prof. M. R. Sahni,
Lucknow, India; Prof. C. Teichert, Lawrence, U.S.A. (Vice-President, I.P.U.);

Acad. O. S. Vialov, Lvov, U.S.S.R.; Prof. G. E. G. Westermann, Hamilton,

Canada (Secretary-General, 1.P.U.); Dr. E. Yochelson, Washington, U.S.A.

The proposal for the new Constitution with By-Laws, as well as for the
change of name to International Palaeontological Association in accordance
with the regulation of the International Union of Geological Sciences

(1LU.G.S.), was published 15th August, 1971 (P. C. Sylvester -Bradley &

E. Gerry 1971). Proposed amendments were subsequently received mainly

by 1.P.U. President Boucek (1972) and considered by the Council on 23rd
August, 1972. The revised proposal was adopted in its entirety by the General
Assembly on 25th August, 1972 in Montreal.

Statutes

The I.P.A. was founded in Washington, D. C., U.S.A,, in July, 1933 during the 16th Session of
the International Geological Congress under the name of International Paleontological Union
(1.P.U.). The first constitution was published in the Journal of Paleontology, Vol. 12 (1938). A
revised constitution of I.P.U. was adopted in London, England on 17th July, 1958 during the
15th Session of the International Zoological Congress.



Article I. Name
(1) The name of the organization is the International Palaeontological Association (I.P.A.).

(2) The I.P.A., because of its interdisciplinary character, is affiliated to both the International
Union of Geological Sciences (1.U.G.S.) and to the International Union of Biological Sciences (I.
U.B.S).

(3) The present constitution of I.P.A. (as laid down in these Statutes and By-Laws) was
adopted in Montreal, Canada on 25th August, 1972 during the 24th Session of the International
Geological Congress and is effective from that date.

Article I1. Aim

(1) The aim of L.P.A. is to promote and coordinate international cooperation in palaeontology,
including palaeobotany and palaeozoology of all geological periods, and to encourage the
integration and synthesis of all palaeontological knowledge.

(2) To this end the activities of I1.P.A. shall include:

(a) Organization of international meetings especially in association with international
congresses;

(b) Collaboration with the officers responsible for programmes of international congresses

to ensure that items of palaeontological interest are included on the programme of such
congresses;

(c) Publication of a world directory of palaeontologists;

(d) Cooperation in the publication of international journals devoted to palaeontology;

(e) Encouragement and incorporation of International Research Groups within special fields of
palaeontology, such as by the organization of symposia, the publication of proceedings and by
such other methods as shall be decided;

(f) Cooperation with other international organizations having interests allied to palaeontology;
(g) Representation in 1.U.G. S. and I.U.B.S. of national palaeontological societies;

(h) Any other activities considered appropriate by the Executive Committee.

Article 111. Membership

(1) I.P.A. accepts as members any individual palaeontologist or corporate body that subscribes
to its aim.

(2) Individual Membership. There are two classes of individual membership:

(a) Subscribing Member: benefits include free issue of an I.P.A. journal for the year of
subscription, reduced subscription to such other publications as may from time to time be
arranged, voting rights and the privilege of holding office, as laid down in Article IV.

(b) Ordinary Member: benefits include all those of subscribing members except that relating to
an I.P.A. journal.

(3) Corporate Membership is open to societies and institutions with palaeontological interests.
Corporate Members may appoint one delegate to serve on the Council of the Association as laid
down in Article IV, and one other delegate who will have the same voting rights as do Ordinary
and Subscribing Members.

(4) Application for membership is to be submitted with payment of dues to the Treasurer or his
representative as laid down in the By-Laws.



(5) The annual dues for all classes of members shall be laid down from time to time by the
Executive Committee, and incorporated in the By-Laws.

(6) Membership may be terminated for non-payment of dues extending over two years.
Article IV. Administration

The affairs of the I.P.A. shall be administered by the General Assembly and on behalf of the
General Assembly by the Council through the Executive Committee.

Article IV A. General Assembly
(A1) The General Assembly is the highest authority of I.P.A. and is constituted of:

(a) Subscribing Members, (b) Ordinary Members, and (c) Appointed delegates of Corporate
Members.

(A2) Meetings of the General Assembly

(a) Ordinary Meetings shall normally be held at each session of the International Geological
Congress.

(b) Special Meetings may be convened at the discretion of Council to coincide with a session of
any other international congress.

(c) Special Meetings must be convened by the Secretary-General within twelve months of the
receipt of a request of 10% of the membership in writing.

(d) Notice convening Special Meetings of the General Assembly shall be published in or
circulated with 1.P.A. journals at least six months before they are held; alternatively such notice
may be given to the membership in writing by post.

(A3) The Transactions of the General Assembly shall include the following items taken in
succession:

(a) Reading and approval of the minutes of the previous General Assembly;

(b) Reports from Officers, the Executive Committee and Council;

(c) Reports on activities of Committees, International Research Groups and Regional Branches
established under By-Laws;

(d) Presentation of and voting on amendments to the Statutes if any;

(e) Election of officers (except that of Past-President) and Executive Committee;

() Other business.

All reports under (b) and (c) shall be presented in writing to members
of the Assembly. They shall be open to questions and discussion.

(A4) All members entitled to a vote have the right to attend all meetings of
the General Assembly, to participate in the debates and to present proposals for nomination of
Officers, Committee Members and Councillors as laid down below.

(A5) Voting Procedures.

(a) In voting, any person entitled to a vote, but unable to attend a meeting may appoint any
other person present at the General Assembly to act as a proxy, provided such authority has
been given in writing and has had the prior acceptance of the Executive Committee.

(b) Decisions of the General Assembly shall be by simple majority except for those on



amendments of statutes and Bye-Laws or on the dissolution of I.P.A. which shall be transacted
as determined by Article VIII.

(c) All voting on elections and on amendments to the Statutes shall be by ballot.

(d) If requested by at least one third of the members present or by the Chairman, voting on other
business shall be ballot.

(AB6) The President of I1.P.A. (or one of the Vice-Presidents acting as his
deputy) shall take the chair at all business meetings of the General Assembly. The Secretary-
General of I.P.A. (or his deputy) shall act as secretary at such meetings.

Article IV B. Officers

(B1) The Officers of I.P.A. shall be as follows: President; three Vice
Presidents; Immediate Past-President; Secretary-General; and Treasurer.
(B2) President's Term of Office

(a) The President shall take office immediately upon election.

(b) The President shall hold office from the time of his election until the election of his successor
at the next Ordinary Meeting of the General Assembly.

(c) The President will step down from office as soon as his successor is elected. He will hold
office as Past-President until the beginning of the next Ordinary General Assembly.

(d) No person may hold office as President for two successive terms.

(e) If the office of President becomes vacant through death or resignation, one of the Vice-
Presidents shall be elected by Council to take his place.

(B3) Other Officers' Terms of Office

(a) All Officers shall hold office from the end of one Ordinary Meeting of the General Assembly
until the end of the next Ordinary Meeting.

(b) If any office becomes vacant through death or resignation, the Council has authority to elect
a successor, who will hold office until the end of the next Ordinary Meeting of the General
Assembly.

(c) Vice-Presidents may hold office for only two successive terms.

(d) Secretary-General and Treasurer may hold office for further successive terms.

(e) A Nominating Committee shall be appointed by Council to select a slate of names for
coming vacancies. The Nominating Committee shall consist of six members; the Secretary-
General (who shall act as chairman but have no vote), two members of Council, and three
members of the I.P.A. who are not members of Council. The Nominating Committee will invite
the membership-at-large to suggest names for nomination to office, and will consider all
suggestions.

Additional nominations may be made by any member of I.P.A. provided such nomination is
supported by at least five other members, and is made in writing, and is received by the
Secretary-General before the opening of the next Ordinary Meeting of the General Assembly.
Such nominations must include evidence that the nominee is willing to accept office if elected.

Article IV C. Executive Committee

(C1) The Executive Committee shall consist of not more than nine members as follows:
President, three Vice-Presidents, Secretary-General, Treasurer, two Members-At-Large elected
from the general membership of the Association as specified in Article IV Al., and a member
co-opted for the coordination of the palaeontological programme during the next session of the
International Geological Congress.



(C2) The two Members-At-Large thus elected must be residents of different countries.

(C3) The term of office of the Executive Committee is from the end of one meeting of the
Ordinary General Assembly until the end of the next meeting.

(C4) Members-At-Large of the Executive Committee may not serve for more than two
consecutive terms.

(C5) The nomination and election of membership shall be as laid down in Article 1V B for the
election of officers, except that additional nominations for election to the Executive Committee
may be made from the floor of an Ordinary Meeting of the General Assembly, but the
nominating member or members must be able to assure the assembly that their nominee (or
nominees) will accept the nomination.

(C6) The Executive Committee may conduct its business by post or in meeting.

(C7) At meetings of the Executive Committee, the President (or in his absence one of the Vice-
Presidents as his deputy) shall take the chair.

(C8) Decisions of the Executive Committee are by simple majority. Each member, including the
Chairman, has one vote. If there is a parity of votes, the President (or in his absence the
Chairman) has a second (casting) vote. A quorum shall be at least half the members of the
Committee and must include three Officers, one of whom must be the President or one of the
Vice-Presidents. Written ballots shall be used whenever requested by two or more Committee
Members. Members unable to be present at a meeting shall be circulated by post and given the
opportunity of voting by mail ballot.

(C9) The Executive Committee undertakes such business of the Council as may be delegated to
it by By-Law or voting decision.

(C10) The Executive Committee has the authority to elect a successor to any office or position
on Executive Committee or Council that becomes vacant through death or resignation between
successive sessions of the General Assembly. See Article IV B3. (b).

Article IV D. The Council

(D1) The Council of I.P.A. consists of the Executive Committee (as laid down in Article 1V C),
the Past-President and in addition the following delegates:

(a) One delegate from each Corporate Member of I.P.A;

(b) One delegate each, as appointed by the Executive Committee, to represent any country or
region which in their view is under-represented in Council;

(c) One delegate each, as appointed by the Executive Committee, to represent any
palaeontological discipline which, in their view is under-represented in Council;

(d) Such other persons as may be specified in the By-Laws;

(e) The total number of Members and Delegates serving on the Council may be limited if so
directed in the By-Laws.

(D2) The term of office of the Council is from the end of one Ordinary Meeting until the end of
the next Ordinary Meeting of the General Assembly.

(D3) Councillors are available for reappointment. (D4) Responsibilities of Council:

(a) The Council represents the General Assembly during intervals between successive Sessions.



It is responsible for implementing through the Executive Committee, the aims of I.P.A. as laid
down in Article 11, and will decide by vote any matters referred to it by the Executive
Committee.

(b) Any member of the Council may ask the Secretary-General to add an item to the agenda for
the deliberation of the Executive Committee.

(c) The Council will receive the Minutes of all business conducted by the Executive Committee.
(d) The Council has the authority to establish during its period of office, and on a temporary
basis, any special commission it may wish to charge with a defined task. The Chairman of such
a special commission must be a member of Council.

(D5) The Council may conduct its business by post or by meetings.

Article V. Finances

(1) Membership fees for Ordinary Members, Subscribing Members and Corporate Members shall
be determined by the Executive Committee and laid down in the By-Laws. The dues are

payable on January 1st each year.

(2) I.P.A. is empowered to request and receive additional funds from organizations or
individuals to further its aims as laid down in Article I1.

(3) The funds of I.P.A. shall be held in custody by the Treasurer except for that part of the
annual dues of Subscribing Members that may be assigned by By-Laws as set aside for the cost
of the I.P.A. journal.

(4) Funds shall be deposited in banks or postal accounts in the name of I1.P.A. and shall be
readily available for the activities of I.P.A. At least one such account shall be opened in the
country in which the Treasurer resides. Additional accounts may be opened in other countries.

(5) The Treasurer may be empowered to disburse I.P.A. funds in any way that the Executive
Committee may decide to further the aim of 1.P.A. as stated in Article II.

(6) The Treasurer and the Secretary-General shall each have the signature of the account.

(7) The accounts of I.P.A. shall be balanced as of 31st December each year and shall be
presented to Council before May 1st.

(8) The Executive Committee is responsible for appointing two Auditors who are not members
of Council to audit each year the accounts of I.P.A. The report of the two auditors shall be
guoted on the balance sheet as presented to Council.

Article VI. Domicile

The legal domicile of I1.P.A. shall be the place where the Secretary-General conducts his business.

Article VII. Representation

(1) The official representative of I.P.A. is the President or any member of the Council appointing
by him to act as his deputy.

(2) All contracts involving I.P.A. shall be signed by the President and the Secretary-General,
acting on behalf of the Association.



Article VIII. Amendments, Affiliation, Dissolution
(1) Amendments

(a) Statutes of I.P.A. can be amended only by an Ordinary Meeting of the General Assembly.
(b) Amendments may be proposed by the Executive Committee or by a group of at least twenty
Members of I.P.A.

(c) Proposals for amendments must be received by the Secretary-General at least 9 months
before the next Ordinary Meeting of the General Assembly, who shall, not later than 6 months
before the General Assembly, publish them in an I.P.A. journal or send them to Members.

(d) Amendments shall take effect on ratification by a two-thirds majority vote of members
present at an Ordinary Meeting of the General Assembly.

(2) Affiliation and Dissolution

(a) Proposals for the affiliation or the dissolution of 1.P.A. must be received by the President
and Secretary-General at least 9 months before the General Assembly who shall, not later than 6
months before the General Assembly, publish them in an I.P.A. journal or send them to
members.

(b) The affiliation or dissolution of I.P.A. shall take effect on ratification by a two-thirds
majority vote of Members present at an Ordinary Meeting of the General Assembly.

(c) In the event of dissolution of I.P.A. its property shall pass to the .U.G.S.

Article IX. Language

(a) The official languages of I.P.A. will be those of the 1.U.G.S.
(b) The use of English is advocated.

Article X. Interpretation of Statutes
The English text of these statutes will be authoritative.
By-Laws

(1) The Journal Lethaia. The Journal Lethaia is adopted, by arrangement with the publishers
(Universitetsforlaget, Oslo Norway), as an official journal of the Association.

(2) Membership Dues

(a) All membership fees are on an annual basis and become due on 1st January. Dues are fixed
as follows: (All sums are stated in U.S. dollars but may be paid in any currency at the quoted
exchange rate.).

Subscribing Member: $10

Ordinary Member: $ 3

Corporate Member: $10 for each 200 full members of the institute incorporated.

(b) The publishers of Lethaia are authorized to collect dues of Subscribing Members. Such dues
are divisible into two parts, $8 to be retained by the publishers, $2 to be transferred to the
Treasurer.

(c) The Executive Committee is empowered to appoint Regional Collectors in any country to aid
the Treasurer in the collection of dues.

(d) Dues paid by Members in countries with nonconvertible currencies will be dealt with as laid
down in By-Law 4 C.



(3) The World Directory of Palaeontologists

The World Directory of Palaeontologists will be prepared under the Editorship of the Recorder,
and revised editions will be published every four years. Every Member of at least three years
standing is entitled to a free copy of the World Directory.

(4) Regional Branches

(a) The following Regional Branches have been established:

European Branch

Asian Branch

U. S. S.R. Branch

Oceania Branch

The South American Branch.
(b) Each Branch shall elect a Regional President, a Regional Secretary and a Regional Treasurer.
The Regional Treasurer may also (if authorized by the Executive Committee under By-Law 2)
act as Regional Collector on behalf of the Treasurer of I.P.A.
(c) Membership dues for Regional Members are payable in local currency and shall be specified
in the Regional By-Laws. Such dues are to include two factors, one (amounting to the equivalent
of $2) is payable to the Treasurer of I.P.A. who will make special arrangements for the
utilization of dues paid by members in countries with nonconvertible currencies; such funds are
to be disposed of only according to the instructions of the Treasurer of I.P.A. The other factor is
to be placed at the disposal of the Regional Treasurer and will be disbursed as determined by
the Regional Branch.
(d) The President of each Regional Branch will serve as a delegate on the I1.P.A. Council under
Article IV D 1 (d) of the Constitution.

(5) Amendment

These By-Laws may be amended by a two-thirds majority of the Executive Committee
provided that the proposed amendments have been circulated to the Council at least 6 months
before a vote is taken.

Appendix

The slate for the 1972-76 Executive Committee was drawn up by a Nominating Committee
comprising delegates of the five I.P.A. Regional Branches, a delegate of a Corporate Member
from the U.S.A., and the Secretary-General (no vote). This slate, which attempted to optimize
regional and disciplinary representation, was accepted by the I.P.A. General Assembly on 25th
August, 1972 in Montreal:

President: Prof. Loris Russell (Canada)

Vice-Presidents: Acad. B. S. Sokolov(U.S.S.R.)
Prof. T. Matsumoto (Japan)
Mr. N. F. Hughes (U.K.)

Treasurer: Dr. E. Yochelson (U. S.A))
Secretary-General: Prof. G. E. G. Westerman (Canada)
Members-At-Large: Prof. H. K. Erben (Germany, Fed. Rep.)

Prof. A.J. Amos (Argentina)

The Executive Committee will also include by co-option the Coordinator for the XXV
International Geological Congress to be held in Australia 1976; Prof. D. A. Brown. President of
the Oceanian Branch, has agreed to be coopted.



The immediate Past-President (not a member of the Executive Committee) is Prof. B. Boucek
(Czechoslovakia).

The Council will be enlarged as additional organizations join as Corporate Members. Its present
composition (September, 1972) is:

Prof.L. David (Pres. European Branch)

Prof. F. Takai (Pres. Asian Branch, to be confirmed)

Acad. B. S. Sokolov (Pres. U.S.S.R. Branch)

Prof. D. A. Brown (Pres. Oceania Branch)

Prof. H. Camacho (Pres. South American Branch)

Prof. H. P. Banks (Del. Paleobot. Sect., B.S.A.)

Prof. W. S. McKerrow (Del. Palaeont. Assoc.)

Prof. K. Krémmelbein (Pres. Paldaont. Ges.; Del. to be appointed)
Dr. Ch. Collinson (Del. Geol. Surv. Illinois)

Dr. N. A. Mayo (Del. Inst. Geol., Acad. Cien. Cuba)

Prof. K. Asano (Del. Nat. Com. Palaeont. Japan)

Prof. R. A. Reiment (Del. Intl. Assoc. Math. Geol.)

Prof. C. Teichert (Pres. Paleomt. Soc.; Del. to be appointed)
Prof. A. Martinsson (Ed. Lethaia)

Mr. E. Gerry (Recorder, Directory Palaeont. World)

Dr. H. Jaeger (co-opted, G.D.R.)

Dr. E. Meric (co-opted, Turkey)

The Executive Committee and Past-President (ex officio)

(from Lethaia, 1973, vol. 6, no. 1. pp. 91-99)



